2004 National Fire Plan Grant for Curry County

Objective:   Conduct a collaborative wildland-urban interface assessment in Curry County 
· complete, refine and enhance the Curry County Structural Triage plan

· provide for public education

· proactively communicate with homeowners and business

· beneficially interact with other risk-management agencies 

Sideboards and Conditions:  

The original focus of the grant was to produce a CWPP that involved the public of Curry County and risk-management agencies.  Rick and Scott are currently adding a modification to the grant that will allow for money to be spent also on project implementation.  For ground-disturbing activities that are funded using all or partial funding from the grant (federal monies), activities must comply with applicable federal, state and local laws.  This will include surveys, analyses, and decision documents (CE/CX, EA, EIS) that address effects to

· Threatened and endangered species

· Air and water quality

· Archeological and cultural sites

· Noxious weeds

· Soil resources

· Longevity of project effectiveness (~10 yrs after completion)

Up to this point, the priority fuels reduction projects on private lands have
 been covered under a Categorical Exclusion issued through Coos Bay BLM.  Future projects may be analyzed through a combination of BLM personnel, contractors, and possibly the South Coast Watershed Council.

There are a few other constraints on the grant money i.e. no purchase of large
 equipment and/or computers (for RVFD use); no distribution of literature that promotes or opposes incomplete legislative proposals.  We are also urged to outreach to small, minority, and women-owned businesses, and to promote seat belt use
.

The grant (and its funds) expires in July 2009.  Money obligated before 7/09 can be carried forward to the following fiscal year
. 
You may want to use the following page to help jot down ideas for projects and use of the remaining grant funding
 for our ‘brainstorming’ conference call on July 29.  The page is set up using the CWPP goals and the original evaluation criteria from the NFP grant.  I’ve added some ideas in italics to get you started.
Goal 1/Evaluation Criteria 2, 3:  Partnerships and Collaboration

Tribal outreach; Agness, Smith River areas

Firewise workshops for local contractors


Designate team member to Biomass working group; project planning
Goal 2/ Evaluation Criteria 1:  Risk Assessment

Goal 3/ Evaluation Criteria 3:  Emergency Services

Complete database to share with 1st responders

Homeowner mini-grants for water tank retrofits

Goal 4/ Evaluation Criteria 1:  Reducing Fire Risk


Low income/elder mini-grants for fuels reduction using local contractors


Identify high visibility sites in high priority areas i.e. Oak Flat
Goal 5/ Evaluation Criteria 3 :  Planning and Development


Expand on initial assessment; water sources from CFPA and RVFD


Request modifications to City/County planning regulations

Goal 6/ Evaluation Criteria 4:  Education and Outreach


Brochure(s) on water storage and access 


Firewise workshops for home/landowners

�The projects are covered under the CE for both grants (1st and the yet to be awarded grant.)


�No purchase of equipment that is not directly related to on the ground activities.  (i.e. PC’s, GPS units, Water tanks, Retrofits for water tanks all not allowed) Possibly some chainsaw purchase…american ones.


�Gotta love that one!


�Delete


�We need to factor in dollars to get the T&E and Arch. clearances done.  This is at the top of the list for any on-the-ground implementation. Also possibly for a person to administer a fuels treatment contract. Talked to Harry H. briefly about this yesterday and he sounded interested.  I am checking with Lauren on it also.  


�Not funded with NFP dollars.
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